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How transnational connections between and among 
communist parties influenced the Latin American left

“An important contribution for those interested in 
studying the Latin American politics of the twentieth 
century and for those who study the global history of 
communism. These works develop different transna-
tional perspectives that inspire us to think about 
the exchanges of ideas and people between the 
communist world and the Latin American left, and the 
challenges and dilemmas that these experiences faced.”

—ALDO MARCHESI, author of Latin America’s Radical Left: Rebellion and 
Cold War in the Global 1960s

Transnational Communism across the Americas offers an innovative approach to the 
study of Latin American communism. It convincingly illustrates that communist 
parties were both deeply rooted in their own local realities and maintained signifi-
cant relationships with other communists across the region and around the world. 
The essays in this collection use a transnational lens to examine the relationships of 
the region’s communist parties with each other, their international counterparts, 
and non-communist groups dedicated to anti-imperialism, women’s rights, and 
other causes. Topics include the shifting relationship between Mexican communists 
and the Comintern, Black migrant workers in the Caribbean, race relations in Cuba, 
Latin American communists in the USSR, Luís Carlos Prestes in Brazil, the U.S. and 
Puerto Rican communist and Nationalist parties, peace activist networks in Latin 
America, communist women in Guatemala, transnational student groups, and 
guerrillas in El Salvador.

MARC BECKER teaches history at Truman State University. He is the 
author of The CIA in Ecuador. MARGARET POWER is professor emeritus of 
history at the Illinois Institute of Technology. She is the author of Right-Wing 
Women in Chile: Feminine Power and the Struggle against Allende, 1964–1973. 
TONY WOOD teaches at the University of Colorado Boulder. He is the 
author of Russia without Putin: Money, Power, and the Myths of New Cold 
War. JACOB A. ZUMOFF teaches at New Jersey City University. He is the 
author of The Red Thread: The Passaic Textile Strike.
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